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TRAIN TO TIBET

The train Quinghai-Tibet train is a

marvel that has no predecessor in the past.
The rail line stretches 1,956 km from
Xining to Lhasa- 960 km 4,000 m above
sea level and the highest point is 5,072 m,
200 m higher than Peruvia
the former world’s highest track. About 5§50 km
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Rival canals vie for world shipping revenues

AsF i hold a ref ium which polls predict will approve the
1g of their | gly overloaded canal, Nicaragua wants to
build an alternative, opening the way for ships more than double the
size of those Panama will be able to accommodate even after expansion

— Panama: Canal handlas  PANAMA CANAL EXPANSION

™\ 5% of world shipping Third shipping lane to be added by
) bullding twe new fock complexes
Water-saving basins: Move ships
between sea and lake level
Chambers: Handle
bigger ships
than existing

=" | navigational channel to be
.+ deepened and widened

Miraflores
Locks

Maximum level to be
raised 0.45m to increase .
canal's water reserve capacity

Panama

100km —
— i -=- New lock
FR ;‘( i complexes |5,
HONDURAS — New access
: channels
| |THETWO Panama Canal Nicaragua
. 'NICARAGUA |o|CANALS  (expanded)  Canal
o &
uy| Length 80km 280km
¢ [Nicaragua Ganar]
. oy Nicaragua Canal -T;h% Completi 301415 2018
gua . | Lake 4 2
Mana L\l{E‘I | Moaragua & 5| Cost 5§5.25bn $20bn
: L San Juan & Maximum 120,000 250,000
PACIFIC .%_ Y d:rN::: S| ship size tonnes tonnes
OCEAN & = 5 |NewYorkto 9,500km __ 8,700km
“SICOSTA RICA™=-1 | San Francl (a day less)
Sources: Panama Canal Adthzrity, wire agencies © GRAPHIC NEWS
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